
WALES TRADITIONAL & SUSTAINABILITY BUILDING SKILLS ADVISORY GROUP 
GRŴP CYNGHORI SGILIAU ADEILADU TRADDODIADOL A CHYNALIADWY CYMRU   

 

Meeting 
Ty Mawr, Brecon 

2pm – Monday 17th November/ Dydd Llun 17 Tachwedd 

Minutes 

Attendees: 
Gwyn Toutt     Jill Fairweather  
Ken Pearson     Andrew Evans 
Daryl Thomas     Helen Whitear 
Lara Hopkinson     Lesley Hughes 
Billy Davies     Trevor Francis 
Julie Gwilliam     Ian Lumsdaine 
Dave Gunter     Chris Jones 
Michael Plageman    Jonathan Morgan 
Andy Sutton     Sarah Martin 
Joe Hotson     Nell Hellier 
Nigel Gervis     Joyce Morgan-Gervis 
Ally Wadeward     Sam Hale 
    
 
Apologies: 

 
1. Welcome and Introduction/ Croeso & Chyflwyniad 

Nell Hellier welcomed everyone to Ty Mawr and to the meeting and Joyce Gervis gave 
an introduction to Ty Mawr. Everyone in attendance introduced themselves and the 
broad cross-section of the industry represented was noted. 

 
2. Apologies for Absence/ Ymddiheuriadau 
  

Helena Burke 
Cathie Clarke 
John Cronin     
Rob Davies   
Andrew Dunn 
John Edwards    
Andrea Folland 
Tim Forman 
Huw Francis 
Bob Gledhill 
 

Tim Martell  
Jamie McNamara 
John Munro 
Geraint Roberts 
Anne Sharpe 
Jennifer Stewart  
Andrew Stumpf  
Claire Wallbridge 
Mary Wrenn 



 
3. Minutes of previous meeting/ Cofnodion o’r Cyfarfod Diwthaf 

The importance of the TSBSAG being a Wales-wide group was noted, it was noted that 
everyone in attendance was from South Wales. 
The minutes from the last meeting were proposed by the treasurer Joyce Gervis and 
seconded by the secretary Billy Davies. 

 
4. Review of the formal operating structure of the group 

CIC vs Charity 
The two papers on the advantages of a Community Interest Company (CIC) verses a 
charity were reviewed.  It was felt that the fact that becoming a CIC would not prevent 
the group from further applications for grants strongly swung it towards creating a CIC.  

 
Discussions around the group becoming a CIC or a charity were held. 

 Billy highlighted the point that it is possible to change from a CIC to a charity, 
this was also seen as an advantage of TSBSAG becoming a CIC.  

 It was pointed out that there would be no gain for the group being a charity in 
terms of VAT. 

 Trevor felt that it was important that the group come to a decision regarding this 
matter at this meeting. 

 
Billy Davies proposed the group become a CIC and Joyce Gervis seconded this 
proposal.  

 
Status of group members 
At present there is no formal membership and the group operates on an open 
membership policy.  
 
The risk of liability was discussed in terms of any advice is given by the group. It was 
highlighted that PI insurance would be needed if the group were to offer formal advice 
and PI insurance would not allow the group to continue with its open membership 
policy. It was proposed that the group should proceed by not giving advice, but they 
should point people towards those who can offer advice. Group should continue forward 
in providing an educational role - learning within the field.  Nell Hellier to contact 
Rosemary Mann of the Building Limes Forum to determine how the BLF addresses its 
formal ‘advice giving role’ and any disclaimers that they use in published information.   

 
It was suggested by a ‘new comer’ that the a formal declaration of what being a 
‘member’ implied.  It was suggested that core members or ‘officers’ need to be named 
and for the group to be more structured. Joyce highlighted the fact that with a large 
number of members is it right for the group to make decisions in meetings when there is 
a small number present - Nell to look at the incorporation documents to determine the 
legal quorum.  

 
New Name  
A new name for the group was proposed and the inclusion of the words ‘sustainability’, 
‘advice’ and ‘occupant/ human health’ in the name was discussed. Joyce Gervis 
suggested that the group employ someone to come up with a new name.  Nell Hellier to 
contact Claire Wallbridge at CITB regarding the use of funding to review the name of 
the group and to come up with a new logo. 

  



 
5. Group Activity Update 

Actions: Website, Skills Directory, Blog, Training Calendar 
An update was given on the website. An outline of the structure was circulated at the 
meeting. 
 
Discussions and questions about the website were raised. 

 It was proposed that the directory use a rating system where the users are able 
to rate the contractor. Sarah Martin to contact the web designers about adding a 
rating system to the website. 

 It was put forward that the group charges a fee for contractors to be included in 
the directory, as a way to raise funds for the group. It was agreed that as some 
smaller companies may not be able to afford to pay a charge that it should 
remain free to all the appropriate individuals/ organisations.  

 The potential of using Facebook to communicate with members was discussed, 
particularly in relation to sharing skills information – possibly a discussion forum 
on good and bad practice.  This will be revisited once the website has been 
launched.   

 It was suggested that since CITB were funding the website, could they provide 
legal advice in terms of information that is included in the website. 

 It was agreed that the section on training should have a link to CPD and include 
short courses aimed at professionals. It was felt that is important that the group 
appeals to all levels, including professional development. 

 Suggestions on the format of the newsletter were made.  This included 
circulating summary emails on a regular basis.  No final decision was made.  

 
Financial Update  
A financial update was given by Nell Hellier and the fact that the group would have to 
start looking for additional funding was highlighted. It was suggested that the group set 
up as a training group to obtain regular funding, although as this would require that the 
group delivered training this might not be appropriate.  Nell Hellier to discuss this in 
greater detail with Claire Wallbridge.  

 
6. Suggested Future Activities 

Engage in the debate on Cavity Wall Insulation   
The Cavity Wall Insulation issue was raised by Hywel Williams (Arfon) (Plaid Cymru) in 
the House of Commons. It was agreed that the action the group needed to take this 
forward would be through writing to Hywel Williams and to the Competence Person 
Scheme. This is to be done by Nell Hellier on the group’s behalf. 
 
It was noted that the website should be used to create links so more information can be 
circulated on topical subjects such as this.   
 
The Low Zero Carbon Hub is producing an app to help the users identify appropriate 
energy saving measures for their house – and this will include information sensitive to 
pre-1919 buildings. 
 
Investigate Potential of engaging in-situ energy saving research 
Research at Heritage Cottage, managed by Cadw, is being carried out by Cardiff Met 
University, are to link with the 4 terrace cottages in the valleys purchased by Mike 
Williams from Taliesin Conservation where research will be carried out by Cardiff 
University.  It was proposed that the TSBSAG website have links to these projects to 



gain updates on any research completed in appropriate energy saving interventions for 
old buildings.   
 

7. Any other relevant Business/ Unrhyw fater perthnasol arrall 
Trevor Francis felt that the group needs to support the whole of Wales and have an 
independent voice. It was felt that the group needs to begin to show their credibility.  
Nell Hellier to contact Ken Skates AM to introduce the group.  
 
 
Following the formal business of the AGM a ‘Spoken Newsletter’ was presented to the 
group. The following topics were presented: 
 

 Opportunities for the sector – a series of training opportunities and events, 
presented by Nell Hellier 

 Welsh Sustainable Construction Leaning Sites Project – an update, presented 
by Ian Lumsdaine 

 BEST – Links with the Traditional Building Agenda, presented by Lara 
Hopkinson and Julie Gwilliam 

 Building Regulations in Wales – relevance for Old Buildings, presented by Chris 
Jones 

 
Jamie McNamara, Canal and River Trust and Cathie Clark, NHTG could not attend the 
meeting, presentations were circulated on their behalf.  
 
Presentations of the Newsletter items will be circulated with the minutes but can be 
requested from Nell Hellier, and will be published on the website in due course.  
 
Trevor Francis thanked everyone for attending the meeting and it closed at 16.30. 
 
This was followed by a tour of Ty Mawr, 


