
Conservation and the RIBA - a chequered history 

- Recognition that Repair and Retrofit is a large/lucrative area of  
  practice (always has been, but unrecognised/uncelebrated) –  
  estimated 45% fees/workload in existing stock much of it pre-1919. 

• AABC  Est 1999  UK = 428               11 in Wales 
• RIBA Register Est 2010 UK = 350  20 in Wales  (5 SCAs  6 CAs  9 CRs) 
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RSAW Conservation Group re-established in November 2013 

To provide/organize … 
 

•    A network to exchange ideas; 

•    Another voice for heritage in Wales; 

•    A lobbying group and a pool of members      

     able to respond to consultations; 

•    A vehicle to promote architects and the  

     use of accredited conservation architects; 

•    A forum to share knowledge on sourcing  

      contractors/materials; 

•    An educational resource (focused on  

      conservation CPD/research materials); 

•    A mentoring function to support new  

      conservation registrants; 

•    Visits to exemplar projects, workshops  

      and events; 

•    Liaison with other organisations  

      concerned with heritage. 

- Economic Plunge of 2008 meant that ‘new build’ work dried up 

What changed ? 

- Philosophical pressure that architecture should be more encompassing 

• RIBA 44,000 architects                  800 architects in Wales 

- Green agenda – ‘recycling’ buildings became topical/fashionable  



The RIBA seeks to further the conservation, adaptation, restoration, 
protection and rehabilitation of monuments, buildings, groups of buildings 
and sites which, because of their architectural merit and/or historical 
significance, form part of the heritage of our built environment. 

The Register has three levels of membership, which also  
provides an incremental process of accreditation for those  
who are in the early phases of establishing their careers in building 
conservation.  

Specialist Conservation Architect (SCA)  
Able to demonstrate authoritative knowledge of conservation practice, 
principles and philosophy, and to contribute to development of conservation 
standards. 

Conservation Architect (CA)  
Able to demonstrate depth of understanding of  
conservation practice, principles and philosophy,  
and to guide and take responsibility for others whilst  
understanding when further specialist guidance is required. 

Conservation Registrant (CR)  
Able to demonstrate good working and background  
knowledge of key aspects of conservation practice,  
principles and philosophy, and to understand when  
guidance or supervision is required. 

An architect can progress up through the levels by  
acquiring additional qualifications and experience and  
applying for accreditation at the higher level. 
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If Welsh Government really are serious about the Historic Environment (HE) perhaps 
they should consider three key actions either in primary legislation i.e. the Heritage 
(Wales) Act 2015, or secondary ‘Guidance’ to ... 

1. Identify and make mandatory an appropriate level of Conservation Service 

and expertise in LAs (This is currently being considered in England) 

 

 By the use of IHBC/similarly accredited conservation professionals/teams; currently COs 

are leaving/have left in great numbers with the result the some LAs have no professional 

conservation staff and it is left to 'ordinary' planning officers to carry out such tasks which 

they are not trained specifically to do ; 

2. Demand the use of appropriately Accredited Professionals on all grade I, 

II* listed buildings and SAMs (c.f. EH, HLF funded projects etc) 

 

 By the use of accredited agents (AABCs, RIBA SCAs, RICSs, CAREs etc), and 

encourage their use on other listed buildings and all pre-1919 building stock; 

3. Encourage the use of appropriately Accredited/Qualified Contractors on 

designated/ protected buildings as well as all pre-1919 building stock  

 

 By employing CSCS HS (heritage skilled) card holders and/or other appropriately 

skilled/trained personnel; The Lead Contractors Association have made great strides in 

this respect, but there is clearly some way to go.  
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4. ‘Cut the VAT’ Campaign 
 

 In association with the Heritage Alliance, FMB, IHBC, SPAB, CIOB etc 

5. Architectural Education 
 

 Schools of Architecture curricula - The RIBA Conservation Course roll out – series of RIBA conservation lectures/workshops  

RSAW Conservation Group - Future Agenda 

Plus ... 

And, last but definitely not least ...  


